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Walt Disney’s vision for an art school 
located before the gates of Los 
Angeles became a reality: opened  
50 years ago, the California Institute 
of the Arts had long been in crisis,  
before Steven Lavine led it to financial 
prosperity and international acclaim. 
Today, CalArts is the cradle of many 
Academy Award and Pulitzer Prize 
winners, of Mellon and Guggenheim 

Fellows – a hotspot of American  
creativity. 
In personal conversations with Jörn 
Jacob Rohwer, Lavine tells his life 
story for the first time, talking about 
cultural politics, philanthropy, the 
avant-garde and Los Angeles at the 
centre of his life. Spurred on by 
self-doubts and a desire to learn from 
failure, he proves to be a sensitive 

thinker, visionary and transatlantic 
mediator between the worlds of art, 
politics and education. 

Jörn Jacob Rohwer 
Journalist, author, Berlin. His most 
recent publication: Die Seismografie 
des Fragens (Salis 2014).
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!	 An unrivalled psychographic 
profile of the doyen of American 
art and educational promotion 

!	 Substantial insights on the arts 
training and developments 
within the American avant-
garde 

!	 Jörn Jacob Rohwer is a recipient 
of the Deutscher Biografiepreis 
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